Why are we performing an EIS?
• Provide decision-makers with
detailed knowledge about the
project’s potential benefits and
		impacts
• Ensure your community’s input
		 is a central part of the project
• Evaluate a range of alternatives 						
		 and choose the best solution that
		 addresses the Purpose and Need
		 of the project

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

1. Purpose and Need:
• Explains why the Grand Crossing Rail
Project is needed and the specific
		 transportation needs that the project is
		 trying to address.
• Forms the basis for alternatives
		 development. All alternatives must meet the
		 project’s Purpose and Need.

2. Alternatives:
• Identifies possible solutions to the
		 transportation problems posed in the
		 Purpose and Need.
• Explains how reasonable alternatives were 			
		 selected for study and the reasons why some
		 were eliminated from consideration.
• May also identify the alternative that best 				
		 solves these transportation problems
		 (the “preferred alternative”) and explain the
		 basis for that decision.

The public will
play an
important role in
identifying
transportation
needs and
reviewing
proposed
alternatives, with
public meetings
focused on the
Purpose and
Need (tonight)
and the range
of alternatives
(Spring 2012).

Parts of the EIS

3. Affected Environment:
• Describes the existing human and natural environmental settings in the
		 project study area.
• Identifies resources that may be affected by the project, including residences,
		 businesses, community facilities, recreational areas, historic resources, streams
		 and wetlands, and plant/animal species.

4. Environmental Consequences:
• Describes the potential impacts and benefits of
		 each alternative.
• Recommends actions to avoid, minimize, or 				
		 mitigate potential impacts.
• Information in this section will be used to
		 compare alternatives.

5. Comments and Coordination:
• Summarizes the public involvement process for
		 the project, including:
–– Public meetings
–– Community advisory groups
–– Presentations to block clubs and business 				
			associations
• Details comments received from the public 				
		 and regulatory agencies and responses to
		those comments.

The public will
have the
opportunity to
review and
comment on the
Draft EIS
before and
during the public
hearings
tentatively
scheduled for
early 2013.

Parts of the EIS

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

IDOT is using the Context

Sensitive

Solutions process on this project to:
• Work with your community to
find transportation solutions
that work in coordination
		 with your surroundings
• Engage all stakeholders
• Balance the project’s 						
		 transportation needs with 		
		 your community’s
		 concerns and values

Context Sensitive Solutions

Community Advisory Group

meetings provide a forum for dialogue
between community leaders, residents,
and the project team.

This group will meet
at key milestones
to provide input on
project decisions.

Community Advisory Group
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Community Issues

Next Steps
• Incorporate your input from tonight’s
		 meeting into the Purpose and Need
		Statement
• Develop and evaluate a range of
		 alternatives aimed at addressing the
		 project’s Purpose and Need
• Present alternatives at the next round
		 of public meetings in Spring 2012

Next Steps

Comment submission:
• At tonight’s public meeting:
• Fill out a comment form
• Record verbal comments with the court reporter
• At your convenience:
• Email us at info@grandcrossingrail.com
• Fill out an online comment form at www.grandcrossingrail.com
• Mail your comments to:

Grand Crossing Rail Project
Parsons
10 South Riverside Plaza, 4th Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60606
ATTN: Tony Pakeltis
We welcome your questions and comments at any time and encourage you
to provide input throughout the life of the project. Comments received by
December 31, 2011 will be considered in the Purpose and Need Statement.

www.grandcrossingrail.com

For additional information, contact Tony Pakeltis at 312.930.5268

Opportunities for Participation

